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aspiring movement, repeated additions from the outside to things
built, and eventual destruction of them, characterize the boy. The
little female builds houses in order always to put something inside
them, to close gates and carefully preserve what has been built. Her
games have the character of nest-building activity, of putting things
in order and keeping them together.

When this form of activity takes the central role in the framework
of the personality, a feminine type develops that under suitable
cultural conditions is identical with that of the active "domineering"
mother. The nature of this woman's activity is not necessarily
intellectual, her personal aspirations are not particularly ambitious
or competitive with regard to men. She creates an atmosphere of
will power and certainty of purpose that predisposes her to
matriarchy.

This feminine type is closest to that which we have called the
erotic-active. It differs from this latter chiefly in the fact that the
erotic and passive components are weaker, but, in common with our
feminine type, this wroman, in addition to her greater outward
activity, develops an activity directed inward, which, however,
serves aims other than erotic ones. Because her activity is of a
motherly character, she is predisposed, under suitable social condi-
tions, to.have many children or to create substitute products in
activities intended to take the place of direct motherhood. She
founds children's homes and nurseries, on a small Or large scale, real or
symbolic. Along with this, as an expression of her activity directed
inward, she has a deep religiousness, not always of an institutional
character. She has cultural and ideologic interests and her values
are conservative. She usually lacks revolutionary impetus, but is
capable of decisive actions in support of her values such as they are.
In families with this type of mother there prevails a kind of matri-
archate, for the mother not only rules in the home but also directs
the fate of her kin. In brief, she is the same woman that Bachofen,
.the discoverer of the institution of matriarchy, found in early
human history.1

While today this figure acts under different cultural conditions^
she represents the same mother principle, which has a deep psycho-

1 BACHOFEN,J.J.:Mutterrechtund Urreligion. Leipzig: Koerner. We need not take sides
here in the polemics over the historical correctness of Bachofen's theories. It may be
disputed whether there ever existed a "telluric gynecocracy," with the mother ^at the
head of the social order, and Bachofen's presentation of the evidence may be subjective
and open to question. But there is no doubt that such a powerful mother figure exists in
myths and various very ancient fantasy formations. We are indebted for an interesting
study of these problems to Beata Rank: Zur Rolle der Frau in der Entwkklung dejr
menschlichen Gesellschaft. Imagoa vol. 10, 1924.